
08–09 National Forum Leadership Directory — Board Members 

Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC

Chief Science Offi cer, Association of Black 
Cardiologists, Inc.
Clinical Professor, Division of Cardiology, Emory 
University
Chair, Policy Research Implementation Group

Keith C. Ferdinand, MD, FACC is a clinical cardiologist and serves as the chair 
of the Nation Forum Policy Research Implementation Group. He is also a 
member of the National Forum Executive Committee. Prior to Hurricane Katrina, 
he was Medical Director of Heartbeats Life Center and professor of clinical 
pharmacology at Xavier University, in New Orleans, Louisiana. He currently serves 
as Clinical Professor of Medicine, Cardiology Division, Emory University; and Chief 
Science Offi cer at the Association of Black Cardiologists, Inc (ABC), where he 
directs the Health Outreach Prevention and Empowerment (HOPE) project. 

Ferdinand serves on the editorial boards of Journal of Clinical Hypertension and 
Journal of the Cardiometabolic Syndrome and has authored or coauthored 
over 90 articles and book chapters. He is a board member and past Vice-
President of the American Society of Hypertension, past-President and current 
member of the Louisiana State Board of Medical Examiners, past-President 
of the Orleans Division of the AHA Louisiana Affi liate, and past-Chairman of 
the ABC. Previously, Dr. Ferdinand was a member of the ALLHAT Data Safety 
and Monitoring Board and chair of Section Four of the Sixth Report of the Joint 
National Committee.

A Telluride Scholar at Cornell University, Dr. Ferdinand received his BA in Biology 
from the University of New Orleans and an MD from Howard University College 
of Medicine. He completed an internship at the New Orleans US Public Health 
Hospital and a residency and fellowship at LSU Medical Center of New Orleans. 
He completed his cardiology training at Howard University Hospital. He is 
board certifi ed in internal medicine and cardiovascular disease, a diplomat in 
the subspecialty of nuclear cardiology, an American Society of Hypertension 
certifi ed specialist in clinical hypertension, and a Fellow of the American College 
of Cardiology.




